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THE SAAR THREATENS EUROPEAN PEACE 





N November 21 the League Council will as- 

semble in special session to deal with a 
problem constituting the most immediate threat 
to European peace—the Saar. According to evi- 
dence uncovered by the Governing Commission 
which administers the Saar in the name of the 
League, the Nazis are not shrinking from any 
methods to win the territory in the plebiscite 
scheduled for January 13, 1935. Not only are 
voters being intimidated and pressed to vote for 
Germany, but extensive preparations have appar- 
ently been made for a Putsch in the event of an 
adverse vote. The danger has become so great 
that the French government has openly expressed 
the determination to send troops into the Saar 
should the Governing Commission invoke its aid 
in preserving order. Unless, therefore, the League 
strengthens the police force and takes such ad- 
ditional measures as will insure the population 
complete freedom to express their preference for 
France, Germany, or the present régime, there 
may be serious danger of an international clash 
over the Saar. 


The Governing Commission has_ repeatedly 
pointed out that the local gendarmerie is not suf- 
ficiently strong to cope with emergencies and is 
not entirely reliable because of its political sym- 
pathies with Germany. The danger of this situa- 
tion was clearly revealed when the police, in a 
raid on the offices of the Nazi-dominated Deutsche 
Front last July, discovered evidence showing that 
some 15,000 young Saarlanders had been sent to 
Germany for training of apparently semi-military 
character in the Voluntary Labor Camps. The 
Governing Commission therefore appealed to 
League members to facilitate individual recruit- 
ment of about 2,000 foreign police. Up to the 
present, however, its appeal has met with little 
success. In Switzerland, where the Commission 
had hoped to recruit most of its police, the gov- 


ernment declined to assist, invoking its traditional 
neutrality. Some policemen have been obtained 
in Luxemburg and the Netherlands, and a few 
officers in Great Britain, but the number is far 
from adequate. Under a resolution passed by the 
Council in 1926 the Governing Commission is au- 
thorized, in case of disorder, to call in military 
forces stationed outside the Saar, and the French 
government has served warning on Berlin that it 
will not hesitate to respond. In reply Germany 
has disavowed any intention of staging a coup de 
main in the Saar, and protested that the use of 
French troops would violate the Locarno pacts. 
As a gesture of good faith German storm troopers 
have been ordered not to wear their uniforms or 
engage in any drilling and marching within 
twenty-five miles of the Saar border in the period 
from January 10 to February 10, 1935. The 
threat of a coup, however, comes from within the 
Saar. 


That additional steps must also be taken to 
safeguard the freedom of voting is most con- 
vincingly demonstrated by a report on the activi- 
ties of the Deutsche Front submitted to the League 
by the Governing Commission and made public 
on November 9. Through an extensive espionage 
service of 10,000 members, the Deutsche Front 
has kept a constant watch over the political af- 
filiations and opinions of every eligible voter. 
Catholic priests suspected of being lukewarm or 
hostile to the Third Reich have been put under 
special scrutiny, and spies have even penetrated 
into the home of the British chairman of the Gov- 
erning Commission, Mr. Knox. Enemies of Hitler- 
ite Germany have been boycotted, threatened, and 
denounced to the German government. In its 
activities the Deutsche Front has maintained close 
relations with many Saar officials as well as the 
German authorities. These revelations throw 
serious doubt on the sincerity of the Reich’s prom- 









t 
¥ 















ise not to resort to or permit any reprisals against 
anti-Nazi voters should the territory be returned 
to Germany. 

Opponents of the Deutsche Front are al- 
legedly very much hampered in their propa- 
ganda by the fear shared by a part of the popu- 
lation that a vote in favor of maintaining the 
present League régime would cut off the territory 
permanently from Germany and leave it saddled 
with a government in which the population would 
continue to have no voice. In order to make the 
status quo more attractive to Saarlanders, the 
French government has suggested that they be 
assured a greater share in the government and 
another opportunity to decide their fate in case 
a change of circumstances should make a renewed 
expression of opinion desirable. Some doubt ex- 
ists whether the Council is legally competent to 
promise another plebiscite. The Germans deny 
this power, pointing out that Article 47 of the 
Treaty of Versailles provides that the plebiscite is 
to make “permanent provision” for the govern- 
ment of the Saar, and implies that no change can 
be made once the fate of the territory has been 
decided. On the other hand, since the plebiscite 
determines the sovereignty under which the Saar 
people wish to be placed, it might be argued that, 
should the present régime be maintained, the 
League would have power, in its -apacity as 
sovereign, to order another vote. Similarly, the 
League, by virtue of its power “to adapt the ré- 
gime definitely adopted to the permanent welfare 
of the territory and the general interest,” seems 
to have the authority necessary to make changes 
in the government of the territory if the plebiscite 
is in favor of the status quo. The Council, how- 
ever, will probably be reluctant to make any com- 
mitments, fearing that any promises might place 
it in the position of actively campaigning in be- 
half of the League régime as against Germany. 

JOHN C. DEWILDE 


Continuation of French Political Truce 

The Doumergue government of national union 
resigned on November 8 and was replaced the 
following day by a cabinet headed by Pierre- 
Etienne Flandin. The new ministry represents 
widely varying political opinions, ranging from 
Louis Marin on the Right to Edouard Herriot on 
the Left; Pierre Laval retains the post of Foreign 
Minister. Although the crisis was precipitated 
by the Radical Socialists, the latter had no alter- 
native except to enter another cabinet of national 
union. Thus the political truce which has existed 
in France since the February 1934 riots continues 
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in effect for the present, the new government 
having received a vote of 423 to 118 in its first 
encounter with the Chamber on November 13. 

M. Doumergue was forced out by defection of 
the six Radical Socialist ministers who opposed 
his project of constitutional reform—the real is- 
sue at stake. M. Doumergue, however, fell on a 
matter of detail. Anxious not to appear respon- 
sible for breaking the political truce and hoping 
to gain time, the Radical Socialists on Novem- 
ber 6 had asked that the budget be submitted to 
the Chamber immediately and the constitutional 
question postponed until after it had been passed. 
Although this was obviously a political ruse—the 
tadical Socialists have always been notorious for 
procrastination and delay in voting the budget— 
many French conservatives favored immediate 
action on the budget instead of on M. Dou- 
mergue’s proposal that the Chamber vote credits 
for the first three months of the year. M. Dou- 
mergue, however, refused to accept the compro- 
mise plan offered by the Radical Socialists and 
resigned. 

Public opinion in France has been deeply stirred 
by the crisis, and elaborate police precautions 
were taken to prevent a recurrence of the bloody 
events of last February. Several demonstrations 
took place in Paris and in the provinces, and some 
Armistice day parades were marred by rioting. 
On the whole, however, aside from small but vo- 
ciferous groups with fascist tendencies, the 
French people seem to realize that this is no time 
to indulge in a prolonged government crisis. 
Pressing economic and financial problems and the 
threat of international difficulties over the forth- 
coming Saar plebiscite require a strong govern- 
ment. The Flandin cabinet recognizes that the 
continuation of parliamentary government in 
France is at stake, and in his ministerial declara- 
tion on November 13 the new Premier reminded 
the Chamber that only decisive action rather than 
futile bickering can save democracy in France. 
Nevertheless, M. Flandin made no mention of im- 
mediate constitutional reforms. His program 
forecasts a return to economic liberalism, coupled 
with a strong foreign policy and development of 
French alliances and friendships abroad. 

MILDRED S. WERTHEIMER 


Russia’s Iron Age, by William H. Chamberlin. 
Little Brown, 1934. $4.00 
The correspondent of the Christian Science Monitor in 
Russia for the past twelve years expresses disillusionment 
with the Soviet system which, in his opinion, has involved 
disproportionately heavy sacrifices for the Russian people. 
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How One City Becomes Internationally Minded 

The possibility of promoting popular interest 
in international affairs has been demonstrated 
with the completion on November 2 of a World 
Affairs Week at Elmira, New York. Through 
the initiative of the Elmira Branch of the Foreign 
Policy Association, a unique community project 
in adult education was organized. Each member 
of an organizing group was made responsible for 
securing a key worker in the leading organiza- 
tions in the city. The formal cooperation of the 
Chamber of Commerce, Elmira College, the public 
schools, various service clubs, fraternal organiza- 
tions and churches was secured. Every member 
of these organizations was invited to buy a ticket 
for the week’s program, posters were distributed 
to the stores for window display and every street 
car carried similar posters. A corps of speakers 
went to each civic organization to give short ad- 
dresses explaining the purpose of the World Af- 
fairs Week. The Chamber of Commerce sent out 
articles to all the newspapers in the surrounding 
region, while further attention to it was given by 
the newspapers in their news and editorial col- 
umns and by the local broadcasting stations. 
Elmira College supported the institute in many 
ways; classes were adjusted so that students 
could attend all sessions of the institute and 
students took the initiative in selling tickets. Asa 
result of these various methods the city threw it- 
self wholeheartedly and unitedly into this educa- 
tional project. An average of eight hundred 
people attended the sessions of the week’s insti- 
tute and membership in the Branch was increased 
by nearly four hundred. This response, in a city 
of only 50,000 which is severely suffering from 
the depression, is considered unusual. Dr. Amy 
Gilbert, chairman of the Elmira Branch, is pro- 
fessor of history in Elmira College. 

The program consisted of an opening address 
by Raymond Leslie Buell on The World Adrift, 
followed by an address by Louis Adamic on What 
Next in Yugoslavia? On Tuesday two aspects of 
the foreign policy of the United States were dis- 
cussed, Charles A. Thomson of the Foreign Policy 
Association staff, speaking on A New Deal for 
Latin America and Clark M. Eichelberger, director 
of the League of Nations Association, on Relations 
of the United States and Europe. The following 
evening European conditions were dealt with more 
in detail by Dr. Emily Hickman, who described 
conditions in Central Europe, and by Bruce 
Bliven, whose emphasis was on Russia Re-enters 
the Western World. Thursday evening the Far 
East was the center of consideration with Na- 
thaniel Peffer asking the question, Peace or War 
in the Far East? and Dr. Wilson Leon Godshall 
asking The Philippines: Sedative or Irritant? 
On the final evening the people were brought face 


F.P.A. NOTES, NOVEMBER 16, 1934 








to face with a timely and immediate problem, 
namely The Private Manufacture of Munitions, 
all angles of the problem being presented by Dr. 
H. C. Engelbrecht and S. Miles Bouton. 

What Elmira has done for its community un- 
der the determined leadership of Dr. Gilbert, we 
believe every other F. P. A. branch could do. 

The Field Secretary’s Southern Trip 

From October 9 to 25 the field secretary, 
Francis P. Miller, visited five southern states for 
the purpose of ascertaining the possibility of or- 
ganizing Policy Groups and completing prelim- 
inary arrangements for organization wherever 
practicable. The proposal was made that Policy 
Groups composed of not more than fifteen or 
eighteen persons should meet to discuss and reach 
conclusions concerning the more important issues 
now confronting the nation. In view of the inter- 
est in the South in the issues raised by Henry 
Wallace’s America Must Choose, and Peter Moly- 
neaux’ What Economic Nationalism Means to the 
South (Foreign Policy Association and World 
Peace Foundation World Affairs Pamphlets), it 
was suggested that Groups should take these 
Pamphlets as the point of departure for their dis- 
cussions. 

At each place visited an attempt was made to 
discover the twelve or fifteen persons in the local- 
ity or in the state who would be most useful for 
work in Groups of this kind. As many of these 
people were interviewed as time would permit. 
The general enthusiasm expressed for the pro- 
posal was most impressive. The following Groups 
are now in process of formation: 

Atlanta Group 

Kentucky Group 

Nashville Group 

North Carolina Group 
(eastern part of state) 

Virginia Group 
Lynchburg Group 
Richmond Group 


It seems probable that by the end of the year three 
of four more Policy Groups will be organized at 
other points in the South. 

It was obvious that more thoughtful citizens 
were eager to participate in a serious attempt to 
formulate opinions regarding national policy. 
Each Group will be expected to include in its 
membership representatives of the different po- 
litical and social points of view represented in the 
community, in order that the discussion may be 
enriched by a variety of points of view and that 
recommendations may represent an accurate 
cross-section of local opinion. The initial meet- 
ings of these Groups will be held in December, and 
the Field Secretary expects to be present at most 
of them. 
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F. P. A. MEETINGS 


This incomplete list of meetings for November and December indicates the plans of the various Branches. In some 
cases the actual phrasing of the topic has not been decided and all the speakers have not been definitely engaged. 


Date Place Subject 


November 16 Providence 


Survey of the European Situation 


Speakers 


{ James T. Shotwell 
| Hans Kohn 


16 Springfield The World Adrift Raymond L. Buell 
P , se {J. David Stern 
20 Baltimore Inflation—What Kind if Any? ) James K. Trimble 
P , , {Edgar J. Fisher 
9 itte . 
22 Pittsburgh Yugoslavia | Melchior Palyi 
22 Hartford France Madame Charlotte Muret 
{Sen. Gerald P. Nye 
24 New York Can We Control the Munition Makers? {L. A. Codd 
| William T. Stone 
eee , { Arthur I. Andrews 
24 Philadelphia Yugoslavia f peer nage Revs 
26 Buffalo Russia’s First Place in the Family of Nations Alan Monkhouse 
) Julius Hecker 
. , . § Bruno Roselli 
‘ 7 we —— 
27 Utica Yugoslavia—Potential Firebrand LF. E, Auhagen 
December 7 Columbus Is Japan a Menace? { Paul Clyde 
| Upton Close 
11 Philadelphia Russia Walter Duranty 
13 Albany Powder, Peace and Profit H. C. Engelbrecht 
| George Sokolsky 
15 Springfield Munitions Industry SH. C. Engelbrecht 


Providence 
Detroit 


an 


or 


The World Adrift 


What is Japan Doing to the World? 


lL. A. Codd 
Upton Close 
Raymond L, Buell 





F. P. A. Affiliates 


The response to our announcement last spring* 
of the suggestion of F. P. A. Affiliates has been 
so encouraging that we wish again to call the at- 
tention of our membership to this new relation- 
ship which we should like to extend to every 
group, no matter how small, interested in inter- 
national relations. Any such group may become 
an Affiliate of the Foreign Policy Association on 
the payment of an organization fee of $10 for 
which the group will be supplied from national 
headquarters with sets of our publications, in- 
cluding study outlines. The Speakers’ Bureau is 
prepared to be of special service with suggestions 
of topics and occasional speakers. The variety of 
groups interested in some form of affiliation with 
the F. P. A. is so great that no one formula can 
be used to cover them all. The type of relation- 
ship which may be established depends on the in- 
terests of any one group and upon its existing 
organizational connections. Our object is to make 
the relationship elastic in order to be as helpful as 
possible to these Affiliate centers in working out 
a technique which will be successful in arousing 
interest throughout the country in concrete inter- 
national issues. For further details write to the 
field secretary, Mr. Francis P. Miller, 1359 Na- 
tional Press Building, Washington, D. C. 





*Foreign Policy Bulletin, May 4, 1934. 


Mrs. Dean at Bryn Mawr 

In the autumn of 1933 Mrs. Vera Micheles Dean 
gave three of the six lectures which inaugurated 
the Anna Howard Shaw Lectureship, founded in 
1928 as a memorial to Dr. Shaw at Bryn Mawr 
College. This memorial was to take the form of 
a course of lectures to be given every three years 
by persons, preferably women, eminent in politics, 
social science or any other field of scholarship. 
This autumn Mrs. Dean is giving an extra and 
more informal series of lectures on the following 
topics: Dictatorship on Trial; Europe: Peace or 
War?; Thunder in the Far East. Mrs. Dean is also 
conducting two student conferences a week under 
the direction of the Department of Politics. 

Study Outlines 

Are you keeping up with today’s major issues? 

Why not adopt these guides for your reading? 


The Munitions Industry ..................::cceeeeeees 5c. 
Obstacles to World Peace .................c0ceeeeeeee 10c. 
Conflicts in the Pacific ...............ccccceceeeeseeeee 10c. 
Democracy, Fascism, Communism .............. 10c. 
World Economic Problems .....................0s+ 10c. 


Current World Problems (in preparation) 10c. 
These Outlines are prepared by the F. P. A. re- 
search staff and contain salient questions with 
carefully selected reading references. 


Teachers, students, members of clubs wil! find 


them an indispensable aid to study and discussion 
of the vital problems facing our world. 








